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The Comedy Central 
comedian performed 




The Long Beach indie 
rockers disappoint with 
overproduced third full-
length “Mine Is Yours.”
USC will face Florida 
at home tonight in 
a crucial SEC East 
matchup.
See page 9






P r o t e s t e r s  i n  w h i t e 
construction helmets crowded 
the Statehouse lobby around 
noon Tuesday, standing up 
against Gov. Nikki Haley’s 
proposed cuts to arts funding.
Facing a budget shortfall of 
more than $800 million , Haley 
proposed cuts for both ETV 
and the Commission in her 
fi rst State of the State address. 
Legislators are grappling with 
historic chal lenges as they 
attempt to balance the state’s 
budget and provide essential 
services for citizens.
But before arts funding is 
cut, activists want politi-
cians to understand what’s 
at stake.
Last year, the Commission 
awarded $2.2 million in grants 
to 341 organizations, including 
schools, according to Director 
of  Communicat ions M i l ly 
Hough . That money helped 
generate more than $91 million 
in matching federal funds and 
funds spent by municipalities 
on the arts . 
The Commission uses most 
of its current $2 million in state 
funding to pay for salaries and 
operations, while most of its 
federal funding and donations 
go to  g rant s  .  I f  t he  s t ate 
funding goes, the Commission 
will also, Hough said.
T h e  p r o t e s t e r s  a t  t h e 
Statehouse did not want to see 
that happen. They lined the 
main aisle where lawmakers 
entered the building to voice 
t he i r  app ea l s ,  but  H a le y 
entered through another door 
for an event w ith another 
organization.
First-year business student 
Zoe Sneed and her g roup 
of  f r iends ,  don ned in t he 
construction hats representing 
the arts’ hard work for South 
Carolina, sang a song to the 
tune of Ke$ha’s “We R Who 
We R” with the lyrics, “We’re 
trying to save the arts, arts, 
arts, arts, arts, arts.”
“ T h e  a r t s  a r e  r e a l l y 
important to a lot of people,” 
Sneed said. “They’re like an 
out let for so many people, 
and they’re important to me 
because they were my outlet.” 
But  u n l i ke  Sneed,  most 
protesters did not defend the 
arts as creative outlets or for 
their own sake. Most, like Betty 
Plumb, executive director of 
the S.C. Arts Alliance, said the 
arts paint the state green.
“The arts bring $9.2 billion 
to our state and they and they 
support 79,000 jobs , so we’re 
about bringing revenue into the 
state, not just asking,” Plumb 
said. “But we need to have seed 
money; we need to have that 
support from the state to get 
federal money and to balance 
Arts advocates protest Haley’s cuts
 Supporters tout 
economic benefi ts 
of creativity in SC
Ryan Quinn
RQUINN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Attempting to draw support in 
the race for student body president, 
third-year history student James 
Strickland sent friend requests to 
thousands of Carolina students.
Late Monday night, a few of the 
students acquainted themselves with 
Strickland a little better by posting 
satirical comments to his wall.
“Thanks to all who have helped us 
in our campaign against Facebook 
campaigning!” wrote second-year 
geology student Ethan Lane after 
a barrage of comments from his 
friends.
Using Facebook and Twitter 
has long been accepted in student 
body elections, and every executive 
candidate has a page. But Strickland 
did something unusual: He sent 
requests to many he has never met.
According to Strickland, who 
currently has over 2,000 Facebook 
friends , adding USC students was 
a campaign strategy to keep the 
campus updated on his events. The 
candidate said he stands by his 
decision and has received personal 
Facebook messages from various 
students in support of his campaign. 
“I was surprised and k ind of 
disturbed by the posts,” Strickland 
said. “ ... People have the right to do 
what they do, and I still think it was 
a good idea.”
Fourth-year international business 
and finance student Robert Knox 
wrote Monday night, “What’s your 
stance on the Chinese economy? 
How will it affect textbook prices 
here?” 
Knox said he posted his comments 
in jest and not in support of another 
candidate or with the intention of 
being harmful.
“I was kind of wondering who this 
guy was. I don’t really care about 
the election, and I kind of thought 
it was interesting to add all of those 
people,” said Knox. “I had a lot of 
people texting me who thought it was 
funny. People poke fun at politicians 
all the time. This isn’t different.”
Lane sa id he was or ig ina l ly 
annoyed with Strickland’s excessive 
status updates and didn’t think it was 
a good campaign strategy. When 
Lane and his friends all received 
friend requests at the beginning of 
the semester, he realized Strickland’s 
strategy and humorously commented 
on his status. 
“I didn’t want people to be swayed 
by what he was posting, but look at 
his platform. I’m not taking a stance 
on any particular campaign, just 
making a point,” he said. “We asked 
a lot of people to blow up his wall. It 
wasn’t a personal attack at all.”
Strickland said he does not plan on 
deleting any wall posts yet. 
He fou nd suppor t  f rom SG 
veteran and fourth-year chemical 
engineering student Emily Berger.
“James, I would like to apologize 
for the disrespect issued on [your] 
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Members of the South Carolina Arts Alliance gathered in the Statehouse lobby Tuesday to demonstrate their opposition to Gov. Nikki Haley’s budget cuts from the S.C. Arts Commission.
Columbia Mayor Steve 
Benjam i n prom ised to 
rev isit the Confederate 
f lag issue and improve 
and integrate the city and 
university’s transportation 
systems during a Tuesday 
n ight speech to USC’s 
College Democrats.
“We’re going to have 
some active debates over 
the next year or year and 
a ha lf  about the bat t le 
fl ag,” Benjamin said of the 
Confederate flag that flies 
on the Statehouse grounds. 
“It’s going to be kind of 
fun.”
During his time at USC, 
Benjamin was part of the 
protests to take the fl ag off 
the Statehouse dome. It was 
moved to the Confederate 
Sol ider  Monu ment  on 
Gervais Street in 2000. 
Benjamin moved on to 
outline his plans to expand, 
upg rade a nd i nteg rate 
t h e  c i t y  a n d  U S C ’s 
transportation system. 
He said he planned to 
replace the current buses 
with a fl eet of electric and 
hybrid models equipped 
with Wi-Fi and security 
c a m e r a s .  T h e  m a y o r 
also said trolleys would 
be  ret u r n i ng to  USC , 
downtown, the Vista and 
Five Points.
The meeting got a little 
heated af ter th ird-year 
African American studies 
student Dominique Grate 
pointed sharp questions at 
Student Government vice 
presidential candidate John 
Cuenin. Sen. Cuenin visited 
the group to campaign and 
gave a brief speech that 
touched on SG’s connection 
issues with the student 
body.
“ You  s a id  SG h a s  a 
problem disconnecting,” 
Grate said. “You are in 
SG; you are the Senate 
Columbia mayor promises
to revisit Confederate fl ag 
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Facebook wall last night,” 
Berger wrote on Strickland’s 
Facebook. “Anyone willing 
to serve their peers should 
not be treated this way.” 
Student Government will hold its a nnual executive candidate 
debate tonight, with four hopeful presidential candidates and two vice 
presidential candidates appearing in Gambrell Hall 153 at 7 p.m.
The debate will be moderated by Josh D awsey, editor-in-chief of 
The Daily Gamecock, and will last about one hour. Some ques tions 
will come fr om the moderator, while candidates will a lso have an 
opportunity to ask questions of each other.  
This year’s debate is co-sponsored by The Daily Gamecock and 
marks the fi rst time the event will be held at night.  Organizers hope 
it will draw more students without classes and other activities to 
interfere.
Students will vote on VIP next Tuesday and Wednesday. 
- Compiled by Taylor Cheney, Assistant News Editor 
l i t  
i
i





Visit dailygamecock.com for 
an online exclusive with 
Harold White, former USC 
athletic director, who spoke 
to students about the 
signifi cance of integration 
at USC in the 1960s. 
Celebrate 
Black History Month 
with The Daily 
Gamecock!

Registration ends at midnight for USC’s annual Dance Marathon, a 24-hour 
charity event that raises funding for Palmetto Health Children’s Hospital and 
Children’s Miracle Network.
The event begins Feb. 25 at 7 p.m. in the Strom Thurmond Wellness and 
Fitness Center.
The marathon is open to all USC students, staff and faculty, and those 
registered can participate individually or as a group. The event allows participants 
to learn a line dance and take part in various games and contests throughout the 
event in order to raise money.
Once registered, participants are challenged to raise $150 for Palmetto Health 
Children’s Hospital before Dance Marathon begins. Cash and check donations are 
accepted, and donations through credit card can be made on Dance Marathon’s 
website . By Tuesday night, Dance Marathon had 610 participants with $68,407 
raised. 
“We’re hoping for the same amount of participants, if not more,” said Co-
Director of Dance Marathon Morale Caitlin Szabo, a fourth-year experimental 
psychology student . “Last year we weren’t as strict as raising $150, but we are this 
year so we can raise our goals. We don’t think it’s too much to ask for what it goes 
towards.” 
To register, visit uscdm.org. 
— Compiled by Taylor Cheney, Assistant News Editor
the loca l monies that 
have dwindled.”
A 2006 study from the 
Moore School of Business 
found that “the state’s 
cultural industry overall 
generates $2.4 billion or 
more in economic output 
for the South Carolina 
e c o n o m y,  i n c l u d i n g 
$766,249,688 in salaries 
and wages from 31,490 
jobs.” 
Wynell Shows , a quilter 
a nd a  volu nteer  w it h 
the arts council of Rock 
Hill, did not attempt to 
quantify what the loss of 
the Commission would 
mean.
“I f  we cut t he ar t s , 
we’re cutting our future,” 
she said. 
ARTS ● Continued from 1
Comments on this story? 
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news
Comments on this story? 
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pro  [t emp ore] .  Na me 
three specific things you 
have done to bridge the 
disconnect with minority 
s t u d e n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y 
African-Americans.” 
Cuenin, who has only 
been pro tempore for three 
months, replied, “I actually 
can’t give you anything 
I’ve done, but I do want to 
bridge that connect.”
Grate also complained 
about the use of the word 
“radical” to describe the 
control of USC during 
R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t 
appears on a historical 
placard at the top of the 
Horseshoe. 
Benjamin said he wasn’t 
as of fended, saying the 
term radical means one is 
seeking aggressive change.
G r ate  c ont i nued  to 
l i st  i s sues such as  t he 
university’s nonrecognition 
of black graduates’ degrees 
before 1947 and Carolina 
Din ing’s specia l  Black 
History Month menu.
“A re you insinuat ing 
that only black people 
eat  sou l  food?” Grate 
asked of the menu. “It’s 
t he  per pet uat ion of  a 
s tereot y pe .  T hey  c a n 
cal l every Friday when 
they serve fried chicken 
‘Soul Food Black History 
Friday.’”
DEMS ● Continued from 1
Your future’s 
timeline, fed.
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Meets PwC at a blood drive,
networks with PwC via college
Earns BBA, joins PwC 
as an Associate
Becomes a Sustainable Business 
Solutions consultant at PwC
Andy Hagerman, PwC Associate. After 
being impressed by PwC’s community outreach 
programs, Andy found more surprises at PwC. 
Like a position on the Sustainable Business 
Solutions team, where he not only effects positive 
change in the world, he feeds both his career and 
future. To see Andy’s full timeline and how 
you can feed your future, visit www.pwc.tv
LAST DAY TO REGISTER 
FOR DANCE MARATHON
I always will be a personal advocate 
for technology as a mechanism for the 
betterment of the global community.
But what are the drawbacks? 
According to the New York Times, 
the Pew Research Center found “half 
of American teenagers send 50 or more 
text messages a day and that one third 
send more than 100 a day .” Those born 
anywhere between the late 1970s to the 
early ’90s were certainly 
introduced to technology 
at an early age, but the 
introduct ion of screens 
and apps into the lives of 
children — even infants — 
is becoming much more 
normal. In fact, technology 
for  bab ie s  a nd  you ng 
children is becoming so 
integrated in our society 
that there are currently over 
30,000 kids’ applications in 
Apple’s App Store . 
It all sounds progressive until we look at 
the facts about young minds and screens. 
After a study conducted by the American 
Academy of Pediatrics in 2007, results 
found that “among babies ages 8 months 
to 16 months, every hour spent daily 
watching programs such as ‘Brainy Baby’ 
or ‘Baby Einstein’ translated into six to 
eight fewer words in their vocabularies as 
compared with other children their age.” 
This example of simultaneous growth 
and decay in the emerging generation is 
shocking. 
But what about technology for adults?
In 2009, the federal st imulus bill 
devoted $100 billion to the innovation, 
creation and implementation of new 
technologies . Many pieces of technology 
that have been released to the public 
are certainly impressive, but many are 
concerned about where this growth is 
taking us. 
Could people really be replaced by 
technology? 
It’s certainly happening, and the trend 
is only growing. According to Popular 
Science, there are great efforts to build 
lifelike, useful humanoid robots that 
can do favors like pick up juice boxes 
and wash people’s hair. That’s not to 
mention the Home-use Robot Practical 
Application Project, which began in 2009 
and “seeks a bot that can be used as both 
a wheelchair and bed; a cleaning robot; a 
security robot; a wearable robot suit that 
assists daily activities; and a two-wheeled 
rideable robot.”  
Some argue these robots used to help 
the elderly are a great idea, and I do, too. 
But kids crave new and improved, too, and 
as these gadgets become more and more 
popular, it’s necessary to remind ourselves 
of the importance of face-to-face human 
interaction, human touch and human 
thoughts before we fi nd ourselves down 
the line entangled in an anti-social web.
We cannot and should not stop 
progress, and we can only move forward. 
But to live a healthy life in a world of 
technology, only we can be the fulcrum. 
CORRECTIONS
If you fi nd an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let us 
know about it. E-mail gamecockopinions@sc.edu and we will p rint 
the correction in our next issue.
The goal of T he Daily G amecock’s 
Viewpoints page is to stimulate discussion 
in t he U niversity of S outh C arol ina 
community. A ll published authors a re 
expected to provide logical arguments to 
back their views.
The D aily G amecock e ncourages 
readers to voice opinions and offers three 
methods of ex pression: l etters to t he 
editor, guest columns and feedback on 
dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should be 
submitted via e-mail to gamecockeditor@
sc.edu. Letters must be 200 to 300 words 
in length and include the author’s name, 
year in school and area of study.
We a lso i nvite s tudent l eaders and 
USC faculty members to submit guest 
co lumns. Columnists  shou ld  k eep 
submissions to a bout 5 00 wo rds i n 
length and include the author’s name and 
position. Guest columns a re l imited to 
three per author per semester. 
The editor reserves the r ight to e dit 
and condense submissions for length and 
clarity, or not publish at all. 
All submissions become the property 
of The Daily Gamecock and must conform 
to the legal s tandards of U SC Student 
Media.
IT’S YOUR RIGHT About The Daily Gamecock
The Daily Gamecock is the 
editorially independent student 
newspaper of the University of 
South Carolina. It is published 
daily during the fall and spring 
semesters and nine times during 
the summer with the exception 
of university holidays and exam 
periods. Opinions expressed in 
The Daily Gamecock are those 
of the editors or author and not 
those of the University of South 
Carolina. 
Th e Board of Student 
Publications and 
Communications is the publisher 
of The Daily Gamecock. Th e 
Department of Student Media 
is the newspaper’s parent 
organization. The Daily 
Gamecock is supported in part 
by student-activity fees. One 
free copy per reader. Additional 
copies may be purchased for $1 
each from the Department of 
Student Media.
CONTACT INFORMATION
Offi ces located on the third fl oor 
of the Russell House
Editor: gamecockeditor@sc.edu
News:   gamecocknews@sc.edu
Viewpoints: gamecockopinions@sc.edu




Sports: 777-7182    
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Facebook for friends, 
not for meeting voters
Lockout would 
harm league
THIS SHIPP HAS SAILED
As technology grows, so should we
People must learn to achieve balance 





“We did not expect 
that someone would 
casually friend us on 
Facebook to use us as 






























Most of us watched the 
Super Bowl Sunday as the 
Green Bay Packers beat 
the Pittsburgh Steelers 
31-25 in a hard-fought 
game. 
H o w e v e r ,  d u e  t o 
failures by NFL owners 
and the NFL Players 
Association, this might 
be the last game played in 
2011. 
If both 
o r g a n -
i z a t i o n s 
f a i l  t o 
agree on a 
collective 
bargaining 
o r  l ab o r 
agreement 
by March 
3 ,  t h e 
players might go on 
s t r i ke  for  t he  yea r. 
The deal has not been 
completed primarily due 
to disagreement on two 
part icular issues: the 
salary of the NFL players 
and the possibility of an 
18-game season. 
U l t i m a t e l y ,  t h e 
disagreement between 
p l ayer s  a nd  ow ner s 
could hurt fans and local 
economies. The labor 
agreements current ly 
taking place echo the 
same negotiations NHL 
ow ner s  a nd  p l ayer s 
f aced s i x  yea r s  ago. 
Unfor t unately,  bot h 
parties failed to reach 
a compromise, and the 
popularity of the NHL 
diminished as fans went 
a year without the sport. 
Some fans moved on to 
other sports, and infamy 
of the lockout caused 
the NHL to struggle to 
regain popularity. 
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e 
absence of NFL teams in 
many cities would harm 
economies. Restaurants, 
bars, hotels and other 
businesses benefit from 
fans who come to the city 
every Sunday. The NFL 
Players Union suggests 
that if a lockout were to 
occur, “$160 million in 
local spending and 3,000 
jobs would be lost in each 
NFL city if the season is 
not played.”
The NFL owners and 
players must consider 
the long-term effects a 
lockout would present to 
the league rather than 
focus on short-term gain. 
If they do not, fans will 
have to find something 
new to occupy their time 
every Sunday. 
Football is the nation’s 
favorite pastime. We love 
the hard-hitting violence 
of the game, the strategy, 
the bravado and whole-
heartedly supporting our 
teams. 
The fans would be hit 
hardest. 
 Sit down at a table for a couple of drinks with 
friends. When discussion starts to drag, those 
same old questions arise. 
“Do you prefer blondes or brunettes?” “Is 
Oprah Winfrey or Brett Favre for the world’s 
biggest narcissist?” 
But I always ask, “What’s better: college 
basketball or the NBA?” 
On the surface, people quickly say college 
basketball is the best. But if you delve into logic, 
the opposite is actually true.
Electric crowds, energetic youth and passion 
are the justifi cations for the greatness of college 
basketball. Now, I’m rational, and in many 
circumstances in life it’s led to a lack of casual 
friendships — if someone brings up a point, I’m 
more apt to give an honest opinion than to do 
that sympathetic consoling thing. 
I’ve often heard there is no defense in the 
NBA. No, there’s a 24-second shot clock as 
opposed to 35 seconds in college . The NBA has 
professional athletes who can score as opposed 
to a group of amateurs a coach 
puts into a tight defensive system. 
Kevin Durant will knock down 
jump shots and LeBron James 
will barrel into the lane and 
crush the souls of defenders and 
the Cleveland economy. College 
coaches know players haven’t 
grasped the offensive game, so 
they establish tight-knit defenses 
that utilize the natural athleticism 
of the young athletes as they 
establish an offensive skill set. 
Think there’s no passion in the 
NBA? Watch the Knicks play the Pacers on a 
Friday in Madison Square Garden, and there’s an 
electrifying atmosphere. Watch Kentucky play 
at USC, and there is an electrifying atmosphere. 
Die-hard fans exist in both — it just so happens 
that the sophomore engineering student is drunk 
and loud while the 80-year-old season-ticket 
holder casually claps and cheers. 
For every dormant Sacramento Kings there 
are proportionally 30 agonizingly boring college 
teams with half-filled student sections. Even 
though the Kings suck, I could still watch a 
fourth quarter with Tyreke Evans scoring and 
the threat of DeMarcus Cousins attacking a 
referee.
Name any NBA team, and I’ll give you two to 
three reasons to watch. Name half of the teams in 
the SEC, and I couldn’t name a coach or a player 
on them. The players are not as entertaining and 
don’t differentiate themselves in the one year or 
four years the way a professional athlete can over 
a 10-year career. 
Quality of play, recognizable personalities and 
well-rounded talent make the NBA much more 
watchable. 
But we all know the real reason the NBA is 
better: You’re assured of never hearing Dick 
Vitale utter a word. 
From making posters to giving stump speeches, 
candidates in student body elections do anything 
imaginable to grow name recognition and garner 
votes.
Campaigning effectively takes creativity and 
resourcef u lness.  We respect that and k now 
candidates always want the upper hand. 
But in this year’s election, one candidate went too 
far. It’s one thing to pass out keychains with your 
name on it, but it’s another thing to send Facebook 
friend requests to thousands of USC students you 
don’t know.
That’s what James Strickland recently did. 
What bothers us most about this: Strickland sent 
the requests long before candidates fi led for election 
in early January. And we feel deceived.
True, it may have been partially our fault for 
accept ing t he f r iend 
request of a stranger. But 
in a university of such 
a large population, our 
networks are infi nite. 
I f  someone f r iends 
us on Facebook and we 
share 80 mutual friends, 
chances are pretty high 
we’ll accept, believing 
we have perhaps met this 
person at some point in 
our college career. 
W h at  w e  d i d  n o t 
expect, however, was that a candidate would casually 
friend us on Facebook only to use the “friendship” as 
a part of his campaign network a few months later. 
It’s shady, it’s unprofessional and it’s just not the 
best method of campaigning. And now that people 
have started to call Strickland out on it by posting 
tongue-in-cheek comments on his Facebook, we 
can’t say we didn’t see it coming. 
To Strickland and future candidates, use Facebook 
for people you already know. It’s a networking tool, 
not a tool to befriend random strangers.
We’ll eat our words the day President Barack 
Obama starts “liking” our statuses. 
Quality of play, well-rounded talent 
greater in professional basketball





Stand-up comedy routine mixes profanity, 
racial jabs to keep laughs rolling, 
address serious political issues
A year ago, another season of the 
show “Parks and Recreation” seemed 
almost as guaranteed as a Kevin 
Federline child support payment. 
But now, early into season three, 
the show has garnered a possibly 
rabid but definitely infected cult 
following. Created by Greg Daniels 
and Michael Schur , the same people 
who created “The Office ,” “Parks 
and Recreation” has seen its fair share 
of criticism, especially for being too 
similar to its cousin. 
However, after multiple viewings, 
it becomes obvious there is really 
nothing like it on television. 
“Parks and Recreation” takes place 
in Pawnee, Ind. , which according to 
the show, is the fourth most obese 
city in the United States (Note: It’s 
not. It is actually San Bernardino, 
Calif. ), inside a parks and recreation 
offi ce. 
Shocking. 
The department is headed by Ron 
Swanson (Nick Offerman) , who may 
be the most underrated TV character. 
Directly beneath him is Leslie Knope 
(Amy Poehler) , the driving force 
behind the show. Without her, the 
show would lack its high energy and 
earnest appeal. The rest of the cast is 
comprised of relatively recognizable 
faces, including: Rob Lowe, Adam 
Scott, Rashida Jones and Aziz Ansari. 
Like “The Off ice,” the show 
follows a mockumentary style and 
uses no laugh track. But unlike “The 
Offi ce,” the show has a much stronger 
collection of characters and really 
doesn’t rely on just one person to 
carry the show. (I do not care how 
much you love “The Office,” Steve 
Carell is the show.) Now safely 
into the third season, “Parks and 
Recreation” has let its characters 
develop, and the main ones are all 
very easy to identify with, save 
Lowe’s turn as Chris Traeger , who 
is funny but very one-dimensional. 
A lthough the show has been 
ridiculed for being cl iché and 
formulaic, the third season should 
quickly and decidedly put those 
critiques to bed. 
After v iewing the f irst three 
episodes, there is a lot to be excited 
about this season. Admittedly, 
episode three was uncharacteristically 
weak, with paltry references to the 
abominable “Twilight” series, but 
the first two were extremely funny 
and highlighted Ron and Chris, who 
excluding Leslie, are the shows two 
strongest characters. 
While “Parks and Recreation” is 
very good, it does have a few flaws 
that are hampering its ascension into 
the “Archer” and “30 Rock” range. 
The most obvious and possibly most 
disappointing is the underutilization 
of Ansari’s talents. His character, 
Tom Haverford, is entertaining but 
seems played out at times. Some 
of his jokes have a tendency to fall 
fl at, which is a huge disappointment 
considering his potential. If the 
writers could f igure out how to 
consistently have his character shine, 
it would enormously benefi t the show. 
“Parks and Recreation” can be 
added to an already stellar NBC 
comedy block, demonstrating that 
sometimes even large networks can 
get things right. Hopefully people 
will continue to tune into “Parks 
and Recreation” so that an “Arrested 
Development” early casualty does not 
result. 
NBC comedy does 
best in third season
‘Sanctum’ can’t keep its head above 
water, technology ruins narrative
‘Parks and Recreation’ 




 Critics have said that January is the worst 
month of the year for movies. This year, 
February is off to a pretty irregular start with 
the release of the underwater action-thriller 
“Sanctum.” 
W it h James  Cameron a s  exec ut ive 
producer, the fi lm employs the same style of 
3-D photography that made “Avatar” (2009) 
such a ground-breaking fi lm. Unfortunately, 
Cameron’s involvement is the only positive 
aspect that “Sanctum” presents. Because 
of this, the movie is bumped down to an 
Australian B-movie, better at showing and not 
telling.
“Sanctum” is constantly drowned by ham-
fisted dialogue, unsophisticated characters 
and acting as shallow as its plot. The movie 
continues an interesting premise of man 
surviving under critical conditions, but it lacks 
the direction that made survival fi lms like “127 
Hours” (2010) so grueling. If Cameron had 
directed the film, there would have been a 
chance that both the characters and the story 
contained almost as much depth as the pitch-
black caves in the fi lm. 
The plot centers around a diving expedition 
team set on exploring the Esa-ala cave 
complex located in Papua New Guinea, which 
is supposed to be the last unexplored area 
in the entire world. The expedition is led 
by Frank (Richard Roxburgh) , a grizzled, 
fortuitous man, who has bonding issues with 
his teenage son, Josh (Rhys Wakefi eld) . Joining 
the expedition is wannabe-diver millionaire 
Carl (Ioan Gruffudd) and his inexperienced 
girlfriend Victoria (Alice Parkinson) .
While exploring the cave, a sudden hurricane 
hits the island and floods the cave complex, 
causing a boulder to block the passage back to 
the surface. With no other options, the team is 
forced to trust Frank in fi nding an alternative 
pathway that leads to the ocean. Along the way, 
they succumb to petty rivalries and improper 
judgments that may cost them their lives. 
Cameron uses his signature style of 3-D 
photography as bait to lure audiences to see 
“Sanctum,” but the 3-D lacks visual splendor. 
As a result, “Sanctum” serves as just another 
example of how 3-D technology ruins film 
narrative. To the film’s credit, it does offer 
some interesting scenery and action sequences 
that properly use such technology. Just be 
thankful Cameron decided not to add the type 
of 3-D that invades people’s personal space, 
which would have been even more pointless. 
The image-acquisition technology cannot 
save “Sanctum” from its shallow characters and 
even more shallow dialogue. The script consists 
of many clichéd one-liners, such as “This cave 
Director: Alister Grierson
Starring: Rhys Wakefi eld, Richard 
Roxburgh, Ioan Gruffudd





New action fi lm fails 




Created by: Greg Daniels, 
Michael Schur
Starring: Amy Poehler, 
Rashida Jones, Aziz Ansari




Jasin Boland / The Associated Press
Rhys Wakefi eld (left) and Richard Roxburgh star in “Sanctum,” which follows trapped divers through a 
system of caves in Papau New Guinea. The fi lm is based on an experience of co-writer Andrew Wright.
Mark Terrill / The Associated Press
Amy Poehler plays Leslie Knope in 
NBC’s Thursday night comedy series 
“Parks and Recreation.”
“My comedy’s a little ‘dangerous,’” comedian Ralphie May 
warned the several hundred students seated in the Russell House 
Ballroom. 
May, Comedy Central’s overweight and politically incorrect 
Southern comedian came to USC Tuesday night, performing a 
stand-up routine courtesy of Carolina Productions. 
May’s style of comedy, which he describes as “racially 
insensitive, politically incorrect and culturally controversial,” 
doesn’t shy away from touchy topics such as race, religion and 
sexuality. Rather, May attacks them, using his regularly profane 
and politically poignant comedy to point out society’s pretense 
and take his audience members so far past their comfort zones 
that they can’t help but surrender to his humor.
He’s an equal-opportunity comedian, making fun of everyone 
regardless of race or sexuality — blacks, whites, Asians, Latinos, 
gays, etc. No one is safe from his cutting wit. Even his own 
obesity is sometimes the brunt of his jokes. As he walked onto 
the stage, May chuckled, asking the audience, “Is anybody else 
nervous about this stage besides me?” joking that his weight 
might bring it down.
May spent the night pointing out the social hypocrisies and 
racism in an assortment of topics, such as 
fl esh-colored Band-Aids (“They should come 
with a brown marker” for black people), “Dora 
the Explorer” (“Every episode, she’s always 
crossing a river”) and Arizona immigration laws 
(“What would we do without Mexicans? Who’s 
gonna pick our fruit? Blacks? Good luck with that”).
Through all of the profanity, racial stereotyping 
and jokes, May spread a message of unity and American 
spirit. He brought up real issues, simplified them to 
make jokes but also touched on the serious problems in 
American society. 
Among his political fodder was the widely held belief 
that President Barack Obama is a Muslim, the Patriot 
Act and the U.S. Military’s “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy.
He also spent time making fun of homophobes of the 
Westboro Baptist Church.
“‘God hates fags?’ Then why’s He keep making so 
many? Is he trying to redecorate the earth?” May 
joked. “Let’s make those mountains purple! Yes!”
His no-nonsense approach especially came through 
in his monologue deconstructing the DADT policy. 
“Any of you ever been to a war zone? It isn’t ‘Call of 
Duty.’ It’s hot. There’s a lot of bombs, guns, explosions 
... You know what there’s not a lot of? F***ing. You can’t 
f*** and not have a shower for a week and a half,” May 
joked. 
B+
“In a recent Valentine’s Day posting on 
her fan website, Britney Spears says 
that — oh, who cares?”
— Amy Poehler 
SANCTUM ● 7
MAY ● 7
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
Parker Jennette / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
MAY ● Continued from 6
SANCTUM ● Continued from 6
will kill you in a heartbeat” 
and “What could possibly 
go wrong diving in caves?” 
T he ac tor s  g ive  ver y 
mawkish performances, 
whi le their characters 
act very illogically. For 
i n s t a nc e ,  w hy  wou ld 
Carl allow his girlfriend, 
who has no experience in 
diving, become a part of 
the expedition team?
In a thriller film, you 
would expect bodies to start 
piling up at some point. 
In “Sanctum,” characters 
bite the dust in one of two 
ways: They either suffocate 
i n  t h e  w a t e r  o r  g e t 
impaled by a stalagmite. 
It is understandable that 
the f i lm is supposedly 
based off a true story, but 
adding some obstacles 
like a corrupt corporation 
or frightening creatures 
wou ld  he lp  g i v e  t he 
cha r ac ter s  some  rea l 
motivation for escape. This 
way, the f ilm would be 
more intriguing than just 
a struggle through dark 
waters. 
“Sanctum” has proved 
itself to be nothing more 
than the type of nature 
documentary meant to be 
viewed only in an IMAX 
theater. Hav ing James 
Cameron involved with 
the fi lm will probably help 
draw a crowd, but it was 
ill-advised for the movie to 
swim into theaters during 
Super Bowl weekend. If 
you don’t want to spend the 
extra $3, it’s best not to see 
it at all. 
Then he related it back to the audience, 
saying, “Though I’m sure some of you frat 
guys have tried.”
He performed his “Open Water” routine 
from his “Just Correct” album, saying that 
he didn’t like to reuse material but that he 
had received tweets asking him to do it.
May said he enjoyed performing at USC 
and that he appreciates the youthful and 
progressive attitudes, especially in the 
South, where ignorance tends to be more 
apparent.
“You know what I loved about it was that 
there’s a lot of divisiveness amongst the 
older generation here in South Carolina, 
the rebel fl ag ... but you guys don’t give a fat 
baby’s d***. We’re students. ‘What’s your 
color?’ ‘We’re Gamecocks.’ It’s a really nice 
environment,” May said.
May’s points hit home, and he made his 
impact by alternating sexual and racial 
humor and profanity with pop cultural 
references, with serious points about racism, 
ignorance and American values of freedom 
and equality. 
The audience ate up his comedy, laughing 
at every joke and giving him an immediate 
standing ovation when he fi nished.
“You are the best,” May emphasized at 
the end of his show. “You have the hope. 
Stay mad.”  
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
Parker Jennette / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Comedy Central comedian Ralphie May 
performed for a packed ballroom Tuesday.
ACROSS
1 Make mention of
5 Bamboo lover
10 Army NCO
14 Eight, in Essen
15 Look forward to
16 Tiger or Twin, briefl y
17 Do some palmistry

















group in some James 
Bond novels
47 Link on a writer’s
Web site
51 “__, old chap!”





60 Stag party attendee
61 Hillary Clinton
bestseller
64 One who might 
17-Across
65 Begat
66 Top draft status
67 Music boosters
68 When repeated, start of 
an old shout that ends
with the starts of 17-, 26-, 
47- and 61-Across








7 Condé __ Publications
















24 Wrapper for Santa
25 Obstacle for Moses
27 Hide-hair link






35 Andean stew veggie
36 Watch chain
37 To’s opposite
39 Tulsa sch. named for a
televangelist
42 Rock instruments
43 “Not to worry”
45 Seat that often swivels
46 1968 loser to RMN
48 “Honor Thy
Father” author Gay
49 Instruments with many 
pedals
50 Cheek colorers
53 How some learn music




58 In excess of
59 “__ Rose”: “The
Music Man” song
62 Common dinner hour
63 Comic Costello
02/09/11Edited by Wayne Robert Williams
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Courtesy of Tyson Bevirt 
Second-year mechanical engineering student Ben Monroe (left) completes his fi rst 
attempt to roll a kayak at Outdoor Recreation’s weekly kayak roll clinic. Erich Miarka, 
an environmental resource management graduate student, stands by for safety.
PICTURE OF THE DAY
DAN BERN W/ ERIC SCOTT GUTHRIE, JAROD Y 
6 p.m. doors / 8 p.m. show, $14 
The White Mule, 1530 Main St.
A R I E S 
O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r 
making money abound. 
Consider them carefully, 
and plan for a rainy day. 
After all, it wasn’t raining 
when Noah built the ark.
T A U R U S 
Everything lines up for 
you for the next couple of 
days. You’re very sensitive 
to your surroundings, 
soaking it all in. Enjoy 
what you have.
GEMINI  Yo u r 
i m a g i n a t i o n  r u n s 
rampant today.  Don’t 
rein it in. Let it feed your 
future with possibilities, 
and see where it takes 
you. Write it all down.
CANCER It’s never 
too late to start planning 
or to fi nd partnership in 
your community. Work 
together for a common 
g o a l  a n d  d i s c o v e r 
satisfaction.
L EO  A l l  o f  t h e 
e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  t h e 
prev iou s  few day s  i s 
pay ing of f ,  w it h new 
c a r e e r  p o s s i b i l i t i e s 
opening up. Don’t let the 
apparent ease throw you 
off track. Keep playing.
V I R G O  N e w 
adventures l ie in your 
path. Go ahead and take 
the chal lenge. Take a 
deep breath and take it all 
in. You deserve it.
LIBR A  You  m ay 
be surprised today by 
pleasant ( yet  perhaps 
shocking) news. Dream 
big, and then go af ter 
i t  w i t h  e v e r y t h i n g . 
Par t nersh ip produces 
results.
SCORPIO  You 
s e e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
f o r  r o m a n c e  o n  t h e 
horizon. It’s up to you to 
either take them on or 
concentrate on work and 
developing new skills.
SAGITTARIUS 
Work seems extremely 
e a s y  t o d a y .  T a k e 
advantage of the situation 
to considerably reduce 
the height of your inbox. 
Take on those projects 
you’ve been avoiding.
CAPRICORN 
Spend more imagination 
than money. Learn from 
young people. Add some 
romance to your ordinary 
routines. It’s as easy as 
lighting a candle or two.
AQUA R I U S 
You’re an inspiration to 
others. It’s a good day to 
investigate your family 
history. Ask an elder for 
advice. Listen intently, 
and capture details.
PISCES Confi dence 
builds. You’re winning 
admiration and feel the 
love. Now start learning 
what you need to know to 





New Brookland Tavern, 
122 State St. 
USC DANCE PROGRAM 
PRESENTS “INNOVATIVE WORKS 
WITHOUT BOUNDARIES”
7:30 p.m., $16 general / $14 
USC faculty & staff / $10 
students
Drayton Hall Theatre, 
1214 College St. 
TOMORROW
TAYLOR MOORE W/ THE LION IN 
WINTER, TYLER BOONE, MARK 
WEBB JR.
6 p.m. doors / 8 p.m. show, 
$6 in advance / $8 day of 
show
The White Mule, 
1530 Main St. 
THE SHANIQUA BROWN, 
SLEEPY EYE GIANT, JUNIOR 
ASTRONOMERS
8 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8 
under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 
122 State St. 
 WHAT: Spreading Z-Chi 
Love bake sale
WHEN: 10 a.m.
WHERE: Russell House 
Lobby




WHAT: Student Christian 




















WHAT: Omicron Delta 








WHERE: Gambrell Hall 
153
WHAT: Phi Sigma Pi 
pinning
WHEN: 7 p.m.
WHERE: Honors College 
Gressette Room 
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Since los ing to  Sout h 
Carolina at home 25 days 
ago, Florida coach Bil ly 
Donovan said he hasn’t seen 
much of a difference in his 
team. 
“I don’t know if we have 
necessarily changed a whole lot 
[since the loss],” Donovan said 
on Monday’s SEC teleconference. 
“W hat you try to do over the 
course of the season is try to get 
better. It’s a constant evolution of 
gett ing your players to play more 
consistently in your style of play and what 
you want done.” 
Maybe they haven’t changed much, 
but the No. 19 Gators are def initely 
succeeding at Donovan’s latter point . 
Since a 72-69 loss to USC in Gainesville 
on Jan. 15, Florida has won five of its 
last six, including wins over ranked 
Vanderbilt and Kentucky squads in its 
last two outings . As a result, Florida 
has grabbed a stranglehold on the SEC 
East, sitting a game-and-a-half ahead of 
Tennessee in the division standings. 
The Gamecocks have struggled a bit 
since the upset win, going 2-3 since 
defeat ing Florida, including three 
losses in their last four . USC coach 
Darrin Horn said his team’s focus is 
similar to the one Donovan described. 
“As always, our focus is on getting 
better and being prepared,” Horn said. 
“We want to give ourselves a chance so 
when it’s close down the stretch, we 
can make some plays to give ourselves 
an opportunity to win. It becomes 
that much more of a challenge when 
you’re playing a veteran dominated team 
as well as Florida is right now.” 
UF has six upperclassmen on its roster, 
compared to USC’s three . The Gators 
are led by junior guard Erving Walker, 
who averages over 14 points per game , 
and senior swingman Chandler Parsons, 
who is among the SEC’s most athletic 
rebounders. 
Parsons has a history with the 
Gamecocks; his game-winning 
3-pointer as time expired lifted UF 
to a 58-56 win over USC last season 
in Gainesville . 
“I don’t think it’s a surprise to 
anybody that they’re playing as well 
as they are with the veterans they 
have. They have won a couple of 
really big games within the last 
week,” Horn said. 
T h e  G a m e c o c k s  a r e 
coming off a two-game road 
swing. USC spl it 
the trip, defeating 
L S U  6 4 -56  i n 
B a t o n  R o u g e 
before falling to 
Vanderbi lt 78-
60 in Nashville . 
D e s p i t e  l o s i n g 
by 18 points, Horn 
called the effort against the Commodores 
one of the best of the season, attributing 
the large margin of defeat to Vandy’s 11 
3-pointers in the contest . 
Such ef forts wil l need to cont inue 
i n  order  to  compete  aga i nst  more 
experienced squads like UF, Horn said. 
“We’re not going to beat teams on just 
talent and experience,” he said. “We have 
to do the little things.” 
Anyone who’s turned on a television or 
picked up a newspaper in the last three 
days knows exactly who Aaron Rodgers is. 
He’s  t he  l a ser - a r med  Pro  Bowl 
quarterback for the Green Bay Packers 
who just won a little award called Super 
Bowl MVP. 
Besides carving up one of the NFL’s 
most ferocious defenses for 304 yards 
and three touchdowns on footbal l’s 
biggest stage, Rodgers managed to reach 
the ultimate milestone in professional 
football, despite every indication that he 
wasn’t meant to. 
“It’s an amazing feeling,” 
Rodgers said on ESPN’s 
“NFL Primet ime.” “It ’s 
something I dreamt about 
when I was watching Joe 
Montana and Steve Young 
back when I  was a k id, 
think ing about being in 
this position, getting the 
opportunity to play in the 
Super Bowl and winning 
MVP. This is incredible.” 
U n l i k e  f e l l o w 
quarterbacks Peyton Manning, Philip 
Rivers and Mark Sanchez  , Rodgers didn’t 
fi nd himself at the top of any Division-I 
college recruiting lists; in fact, he didn’t 
fi nd himself on the lists at all . 
Despite passing for 2,176 yards in his 
fi nal year at Pleasant Valley High School 
in Chico, Calif. , the best offer the then-5-
foot-10, 165-pound quarterback received 
was a chance to walk on at Illinois. Rather 
than attempt to join the Fighting Illini, 
Rodgers chose to play for nearby Butte 
Community College in the small town of 
Oroville . 
As an undersized passer at a litt le-
known school, earning a chance to play 
D-I was a long shot, let alone the NFL. 
A nd yet, Rodgers cont inued to plug 
away, throwing for 28 touchdowns in 
2002 while leading the Roadrunners to 
a NorCal Conference championship and 
a spot as the No. 2 junior college team 
in the country. Unlike in high school, 
however, these accomplishments managed 
to attract attention. 
W hile recruit ing one of Rodgers’ 
teammates at Butte, California coach Jeff 
Tedford was taken aback at his ability and 
quickly began working toward acquiring 
the young quarterback as a transfer. 
“Seeing him in person, he was very 
impressive,” Tedford said to the San 
Francisco Chronicle.  “He was ver y 
accurate, threw the ball well and had a 
tight spiral.” 
Although he finally found himself in 
a D-I environment, the future again 
refl ected uncertainty with the challenge 
of beating out three other quarterbacks 
for Cal’s start ing job. Continuing to 
persevere, however, Rodgers managed to 
secure the starting job in week fi ve and go 
7-3 over the fi nal 10 games  , clinching the 
Golden Bears’ fi rst bowl berth since 1996 . 
The following year, he continued to 
show recruiters what they missed out 
on, throwing for 2,566 yards and 24 
touchdowns, while leading Cal to a 10-1 
record  . Projected at year’s end as one 
of the top candidates for the 2005 NFL 
Draft , Rodgers chose to forego his senior 
season and go pro . 
As had been the trend over previous 
years, however, the highly touted passer 
once again found himself face-to-face 
with an obstacle. Despite being predicted 
by many to be the No. 1 overall pick, the 
San Francisco 49ers passed on Rodgers 
in favor of Utah quarterback Alex Smith. 
From there, the former Golden Bear 
fell all the way to No. 24 to a Green Bay 
team that had no question about who its 
starting quarterback would be that season . 
Rather than express disappointment 
or request a trade, however, Rodgers did 
what many young quarterbacks in this 
day and age are unwilling to do: Wait. 
Willingly accepting the role as backup, 
Rodgers sat patiently behind future-Hall-
of-Famer Brett Favre and continued to 
exhibit the hard-working attitude that had 
gotten him further in his football career 
than many expected. 
After three years of watching from the 
sideline, Rodgers’ time fi nally came when 
Favre announced his retirement in the 
2008 offseason . Having shown f lashes 
of brilliance in limited appearances as 
a backup, many believed Rodgers was 
poised to be a successful replacement for 
Green Bay’s legendary quarterback. 
Once again, however, the football 
gods didn’t make it easy. As the Packers 
were on the verge of opening training 
camp with Rodgers in the starting role, 
Favre contacted the organization with the 
intention of returning to the team . 
For the next several weeks, Green Bay 
was torn over the situation, with many 
reluctant to refuse the return of a proven 
superstar in favor of an unproven backup. 
Throughout the entire process, however, 
Rodgers remained out of the spotlight, 
making no mention of displeasure at the 
possibility of losing the starting job before 
even having it. 
In the end, his silence paid of f, as 
the Packers chose to trade Favre and 
commit to Rodgers as the future of the 
organization . Sure enough, they didn’t 
have to wait long for the future to arrive. 
Three seasons after taking the reins of 
one of professional sports’ most storied 
teams, Rodgers has what only 28 other 
starting quarterbacks in NFL history 
have been able to attain: a Super Bowl 
title . Overcoming obstacles at every stop 
of his football career, the reigning Super 
Bowl MVP is living proof that the heart 
of a champion is far more telling than the 
look of one. 
“The organization and my teammates 
stood behind me, believed in me and gave 
me the opportunity to be successful,” 
R o d g e r s  s a i d  o n  E S P N ’s  “ N F L 
Primetime.” “I told the organization back 
in 2008 that their decision would not be 
forgotten and that I was going to repay 
them for that trust.” 
Although Sunday’s victory remains 
fresh in the nation’s mind, Rodgers is far 
from free of obstacles in his professional 
career and will soon face his greatest 
challenge yet: doing it all again. 
USC, Florida square off 




in Columbia, look to 
avenge January loss






Diane Zalucky / The Associated Press
Green Bay quarterback Aaron Rodgers was indeed afforded the chance to see Mickey Mouse.
Comments on this story? 



















4BR, 2BA HOUSE.  FULL APPLIANCES, 
WASHER/DRYER, CABLE/PHONE READY IN EACH 
ROOM.  NEAR USC/VISTA.  GREAT FOR 4 
STUDENTS.  READY JUNE 1, 2011.  $1500/
MTH.  CALL/TEXT (803) 422-5704. 
WALK TO USC/SHANDON
CLEAN & QUIET 2BR, 1 BA APT
$525 W/DEP.799.3346




LIFEGUARDS NEEDED - MYRTLE BEACH 
LATE MARCH & SUMMER! GOOD PAY & 
CONDITIONS W/LODGING 843-340-9084
EASTCOASTE2002@YAHOO.COM
BARTENDING $250/DAYNO EXP NEC.
TRAINING AVAILABLE. 800-965-6520 X253
IF YOU HAVE HAD EXPERIENCE IN GYMNASTICS 
THEN THIS IS YOUR PERFECT JOB. YOU 
CAN STAY IN SHAPE AND WORK WITH REC-
COMPETITIVE TEAM GYMNAST. IF INTERESTED 
PLEASE CALL 803-682-5055. 
COME SHARE THE EXPERIENCE.
FULL AND PT BARISTAS NEEDED FOR UPSTART 
NUTRITIONAL SHAKE AND SUPPLEMENT 
COMPANY LOCATED IN TWO SIGNATURE FITNESS 
CENTERS @ 4114 FOREST DRIVE OR 800 
COLUMBIANA POINT, IRMO.   COMPENSATION 
INCLUDES HOURLY RATE, COMMISSION AND 
TIPS.     RESUMES TO: RHOOK56@MSN.COM; 
CALL (843) 602-1185 OR STOP BY THE 
JUICE BAR TO COMPLETE APPLICATION.          
NOW HIRING! 
SWIM TEACHERS!
PAY STARTS @ $10 PER HOUR. 
FREE TRAINING AND CERTIFICATION. EMAIL 
JIM REISER @ SWIMPROFESSOR@SC.RR.COM 
YOUR CURRENT AVAILABILITY, BACKGROUND/
QUALIFICATIONS, AND IF YOU WILL BE HERE 
FOR THE SUMMER.
TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK 
$189.00 5-DAYS OR $239 7-DAYS. 
ALL PRICES INCLUDE: ROUND-TRIP LUXURY 
CRUISE WITH FOOD. ACCOMMODATIONS ON 
THE ISLAND AT YOUR CHOICE OF THIRTEEN 
RESORTS. APPALACHIA TRAVEL. 
WWW.BAHAMASUN.COM 800-867-5018
SERVICES
MATH TUTOR:THE EXPERT 738.8956
Visit by February 14 and enter to win
FREE HOUSING FOR A YEAR
*
V* isit and take a short property tour during business hours any time from February 7-14, 2011
to enter.  No purchase necessary.  New prospective student residents only; current University f o  
q y pSouth Carolina student ID re uired. Limit one entr  er v isitor.  $4,788 value, non-transferable
but may be s hared with roommates. Visit for full contest rules.
